
We are all #ConnectedByTheSun
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Little Sun

Dear Friends of Little Sun,

We started Little Sun back in 2012 to deliver a safe, healthy and affordable 
light source to the people who need it the most, as well as to raise awareness 
about the unequal distribution of energy. Today, seven years later, we 
are incredibly happy to celebrate with you all the distribution of a total of 
1,100,941 Little Sun solar lights! 

This is a huge achievement, not only for communities living without electricity, 
but for everyone fighting for an end to the fossil fuel era, global climate justice 
and a better future for us and our planet.

We are sending a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has helped us reach 
this major milestone. Because of you, we have provided 659,554,119 hours 
of clean solar light, reaching 2,826,661 people living without electricity 
worldwide. We have replaced the equivalent of 628,147 kerosene lamps in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. A total of $130,654,530 have been saved by families on 
their energy expenditure. Through our Solar Schools Program alone 36,078 
children have benefited from a clean study light and increased their chances 
for better education. 

Thank you to all the 2,671 sales agents working with us in Sub-Saharan 
Africa to provide solar energy to their communities. Thank you as well to  
the local teams in Senegal, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia and Zambia for working 
hard to make a better, renewable energy future for all of us.

Thank you to every donor, customer, supporter and partner on this journey. 
Your contribution has guaranteed success.

Looking to the future, we are planning a number of ways to provide energy 
access to off-grid communities beyond solar lamps. In Zambia, for example, 
we are developing a pay-as-you-go initiative which will make small amounts 
of electricity available for low income families as they use it. We are also 
exploring some exciting new partnerships with African and international 
partners to provide solar-powered technology that will improve livelihoods for 
farmers and small businesses.

To celebrate the one millionth lamp distributed by Little Sun, we will be 
launching a donor community in early 2020 with the aim of bringing the next 
million lamps to off-grid communities all around the globe. You can be the 
first to join! Go to http://eepurl.com/gNcEYX and find out more.

Enjoy this special Year in Pictures! We are looking forward to continuing to 
spread solar energy around the world with you. 

Yours,
Olafur and Frederik
Founders of Little Sun

Introduction
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http://eepurl.com/gNcEYX


Little Sun’s
Global impact *

1,100,941
Little Sun lamps distributed worldwide

647,574
Little Sun lamps distributed off-grid

36,485,160
extra study hours for school 
children off-grid**

2,826,661
lives changed off-grid

697,243
metric tons of CO2 emissions 

avoided over lifetime of products $130,654,530
savings on energy expenditure, cumulatively, 

over lifetime of products

Little Sun
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Our impact to date

* from all Little Sun Originals, Little Sun Diamonds, and Natural Lights distributed in off-grid areas 
since 2012. Based on GOGLA, the Standardized Impact Calculator for the Off-grid Energy Sector. 
The calculations are based on the product lifespan. 
**from Little Sun Foundation’s distributions to school children since 2018.
Based on SolarAid’s Impact Calculator.

2,671
sales agents trained
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My name is Fatoumata Ndiaye and I have worked with Little Sun 
as a business developer since February 2018. 

The best thing about this job is that it gives me the opportunity to work 
with communities living in rural areas, where the electrification rate is low or 
nonexistent. Africa represents 17% of the global population and the continent 
has great potential for sustainable energy sources such as solar, hydro, and 
wind. Unfortunately, over six hundred million people in Africa still lack access 
to electricity. Families who cannot afford connection to the electrical grid 
turn to traditional lighting sources such as kerosene lamps and candles. 
These alternatives are toxic and in the long run, very expensive. This is why 
providing portable and affordable solar lamps is essential: not only do they save 
communities money, but they simultaneously improve livelihoods through the 
clean and safe light they provide.

Since its inception, Little Sun has committed to delivering clean, sustainable 
energy to families living in rural areas, aligning with the UN’s seventh Sustainable 
Development Goal. Our entrepreneurial approach starts with trainings focused on 
the practical use and sale of solar products in Sub-Saharan Africa. These trainings, 
held in local languages (in Senegal this is Wolof), also speak about climate 
change and the fact that we are all facing environmental challenges together. 
We see that increasing awareness of the causes and consequences of climate 
change positively impact personal development and community commitment to 
sustainability. 

This year, we focused on five regions in Senegal: Fatick, Kaolack, Thiès, M’bour and 
Diourbel. We reached out to more than 600 women’s groups, training 93 potential 
new sales agents, who now act as key amplifiers, increasing awareness for clean 
energy and climate action within their communities. This way, our work empowers 
whole communities, reduces marginalization, and increases income throughout 
rural Senegal. 

Making energy access for all a reality is a global challenge and everyone can play a 
role in fulfilling this mission. By buying a lamp, you make one available for our local 
sales agents and ultimately for families living in rural areas, at a price that they can 
afford. Working with Little Sun has made me realize the numerous advantages of 
solar: it not only brings light but also, development and well-being.

In sum, Little Sun allows people to make ‘’A Leap Out Of The Darkness’’.

Jërë jëf ba beneen,
Fatoumata 

Little Sun

Hello from Senegal!
Impact programs
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Little Sun

Empowering Entrepreneurship
Location: Senegal and Burkina Faso
Partners: JLF, BETA SARL
 
Through working with local partners, Little Sun provides solar 
entrepreneurship trainings, primarily in West Africa. These newly 
trained sales agents are empowered to spread the word about  
access to sustainable energy whilst improving livelihoods in  
rural communities and earning themselves an extra income. 

By selling Little Suns to people who need them the most,  
these entrepreneurs become solar ambassadors and make  
a remarkable impact on the local economy. This year, we have 
cumulatively trained around 180 sales agents who have  
helped us sell more than 13,500 solar products.  

In Senegal, we additionally reached out to 600 women’s groups 
members, who are now getting mobilized to take up the retail  
of our solar products.

Humanitarian Relief
Location: Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Somalia,  
Niger, Mali, Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya, Peru
Partners: IOM, Red Cross, Save the Children,  
UNICEF, UNHCR/REDESO, Oxfam, Evolys, D-tree 
International, PLAN International, SmartAid

Many of us who live connected to the grid take electricity for granted, 
but when the power is out, basic human needs cannot be met. Around 
the world, consistent access to energy is a problem and one that is 
only worsened by the presence of armed conflicts or natural disasters.
There are more than 70 million displaced people on Earth today, all 
of whom are in immediate need of water, food, and shelter. After dusk, 
displaced communities are plunged into darkness without protection. 
Lack of light affects children’s education, women’s protection, latrines 
access, and small business operation. Sustainable energy solutions 
positively impact the environment and create livelihood opportunities 
in displaced and host communities. 

This is why we send portable solar-powered lamps and phone 
chargers to affected communities through our partners’ relief 
programs. In 2019, we distributed over 30,000 solar lamps and 
chargers in humanitarian settings.

The Solar Schools
Location: Rwanda
Partners: Safer Rwanda
Children reached: 36,078 
Teachers reached: 822

Our vision is a future in which no child has to live without clean energy 
to study and succeed. Unfortunately, in Sub-Saharan Africa alone, 
there are roughly 130 million children of school age without 
access to electricity. Little Sun provides children with bright clean 
light and as a result, they gain extra study time after dark and feel 
empowered to succeed in the classroom. Students are more likely  
to gain a higher level of education and are no longer exposed to toxic 
kerosene fumes. Furthermore, clean light and awareness trainings 
provide school students with a fundamental understanding  
of renewable energies and climate issues.

100% said their families are no longer using candles

100% have seen an improvement in their overall health

95% reported using their lamp for studying

60% score better on exams

*from impact report lead between February 2018 - April 2019 in collaboration with SaferRwanda 

Little Sun  |  Impact Programs

Photos: Little Sun, Jean Bizimana, Rikka Tupaz / IOM
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Little Sun

January

What a bright way to kick off the year! Thanks to our friend Angela 
del Sol, Little Suns made it to the Wayuu community in La Guajira, 

Northern Colombia. There, our lamps and phone chargers 
bring women light and energy that empower them to become  

micro-entrepreneurs as weavers. In Ghana, children in a village 
outside of Tamale received our solar lamps thanks to a fundraising 

campaign organized by Amaraaba Ghana.

Photos: AMARAABA-Ghana e.V.

AMARAABA-Ghana e.V. distributed 
Little Suns in Tamale, Ghana

January

Humanitarian
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January

7

Weaver women receiving Little Sun 
chargers in La Guajira, Northern 
Colombia thanks to Angela del Sol  
and Fundación Hilo Sagrado

Photos: Angela del Sol 

Angela del Sol

One lamp significantly impacts 
the lives of these women as they 
can now weave and safely walk 
at night time. They also avoid the 
miles of walking to charge their 
phones since their communities 
only have one community space 
with limited electricity plugs.

HumanitarianBusiness
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School children received Little Suns  
from Save the Children in Mali

Photos: Save the Children Mali

While our colleagues went to Frankfurt, Germany, to promote 
clean and sustainable energy at the Ambiente fair together with 

our friends from Klean Kanteen, Little Suns reached the districts of 
Sikasso and Yorosso, Mali, where Save the Children distributed 

3,456 Little Suns as part of the Basic Education program, aiming at 
giving children the needed tools to ensure their success at school.

February

February

Education Humanitarian
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Little Sun
February

We were thrilled to work with Caritas Lebanon 
again this year, to tackle the issue of unreliable 
electricity and raise awareness for renewable energy 
among children and youth in Lebanon. Over 4,968 
solar lamps were distributed in refugee camps and 
various schools around  the country.

Meet Lyyn & Lea Gemayel, and Jimmy Nassar, 
Lebanese students, who took part in Caritas 
Lebanon’s nation-wide program

Photos: Peter Mahfouz, Caritas Lebanon.

9

Peter Mahfouz, Head of the Youth Department, 
Caritas Lebanon

Youth are key actors in their 
communities and can implement 
change. They can be ambassadors 
of peace through all the different 
sectors that they are part of. We 
need to empower the youth and 
provide them with all the needs that 
can help them to progress. Through 
Little Sun Foundation we were 
able to provide them with a very 
important need, and that is LIGHT.

Education Humanitarian
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Little Sun’s communications team  
striking with Fridays for Future

Photos: Little Sun

March was all about raising awareness for the climate emergency  
and transition to renewable energy, while distributing lights  

to communities who need them the most. In Berlin, we went to 
the streets demanding an end to fossil fuels and shone a light on 
climate action for Earth Hour. Meanwhile on the African continent, 
Little Suns made their way to school children in Rwanda, as well 

as communities affected by Cyclone Idai in Zimbabwe.

In Berlin, Germany, over 25,000 students, parents, and employees 
came together to raise awareness for today’s climate crisis, along 

with Greta Thunberg and Fridays for Future. Climate change amplifies 
the risks of extreme weather disasters and forces people to flee their 

homes, ultimately impacting energy access  – this is why we join  
the fight to demand climate justice. 

March

March

Environmental

10
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March

11

Little Sunlight Graffiti (top right) and 
an installation of over 500 Little Suns  
at the Brandenburg Gate, Berlin

Photos: Stephanie Steinkopf (top right), Daniel Seiffert / WWF

This year, we were thrilled to celebrate Earth Hour with 
WWF Germany in Berlin! Together, we illuminated 
the Brandenburg Gate with a glimmering installation 
of Little Suns, in the shape of the seven continents. 
The 1,200 solar lamps used during the evening were 
then distributed in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, where they provide a safe and clean 
alternative to kerosene lamps and help children study  
and read after dark.

Earth Hour
with WWF

Art & Culture Environmental



Earth Hour 
with WWF

This year, we were thrilled to celebrate Earth Hour 
with WWF Germany in Berlin! Together, we 

illuminated the Brandenburg Gate with a fantastic 
installation of over 500 Little Sun solar lamps in 
the shape of the seven continents. The 1,200 

solar lamps used during the evening were then 
distributed in the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo, where they provide a safe and clean 
alternative to kerosene lamps and will help children 

to study and read after dark.
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Earth Hour with WWF on 30/03, Berlin Photo: Daniel Seiffert / WWF

2019  |  A
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Solar Schools 
Rwanda

Cécile Imanishimwe, 13-years old, who used to 
study with a kerosene lantern before receiving  
her solar lamp

I like this Little Sun solar lamp so much 
because it has helped me improve my 
school grades. Before, I had to repeat 
classes, but now I have been promoted 
to more advanced classes.

Solar Schools distribution, Kamonyi, Rwanda

Photos: Jean Bizimana

Education Environmental

20 million additional study hours for 
school children in Rwanda

What a milestone: all 26 schools without access to the 
electrical grid in Kamonyi, Rwanda have become 
Solar Schools! So far, we have reached 24,323 students 
and 526 teachers. With one lamp providing just over 
1,000 additional study hours per student, this means  
that cumulatively, over 24 million illuminated hours  
of safe light have been created which allow children  
to read, play, and study after dark.

Our next goal: We want to provide every 
child starting school in the Kamonyi  
district with a solar lamp!

Donate now: betterplace.org/p68310

http://betterplace.org/p68310
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In response to the devastating Cyclone Idai that hit East 
Africa this year, we were called to action by our long-time 
partner Alight Zimbabwe Trust to support the Zimbabwe 
Red Cross Society with a donation of 3,000 solar lamps. 
The cyclone caused dreadful damage in the Chimanimani 
and Chipinge districts, leaving victims without homes 
and infrastructures –  meaning no food, no power, no light, 
no sanitation, and no drinking water.

Humanitarian 
relief in 
Zimbabwe 

Edwin Sithol, Programme and Resource Mobilisation 
Manager at Alight Zimbabwe Trust for ZimEye

When a disaster strikes, 
women and children –  
especially girls – are victims 
of darkness. As we are 
moving forward with the 
Plan International campaign 
#GirlsGetEqual, we found it 
very necessary to give lights 
to the affected communities, 
with much emphasis on 
women and girls.

Our partners Alight Zimbabwe Trust and 
Red Cross Society Zimbabwe distributing 
Natural Lights to victims of Cyclone Idai

Photos: Alight Zimbabwe Trust

Humanitarian

14



Earth Hour 
with WWF

This year, we were thrilled to celebrate Earth Hour 
with WWF Germany in Berlin! Together, we 

illuminated the Brandenburg Gate with a fantastic 
installation of over 500 Little Sun solar lamps in 
the shape of the seven continents. The 1,200 

solar lamps used during the evening were then 
distributed in the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo, where they provide a safe and clean 
alternative to kerosene lamps and will help children 

to study and read after dark.

December

Dancers from Studio Wayne McGregor in an Ice Watch intervention with 
Little Sun Diamonds in front of Tate Modern, London, UK

Photo: Charlie Forgham-Bailey
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Little Sun
April

Photo: American Museum of Natural History
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Little Sun

April

Spring brought us joy and sunlight and Little Suns shone bright at the 
American Museum of Natural History in New York City, where Patti Smith, 

Jesse Paris Smith, and Rebecca Foon created a beautiful Little Sunrise to 
celebrate Earth Month. The Berlin Energy Transition Dialogue was kicked off with 

an exhibition from the Solar Panel Art Series at Hotel de Rome. During the 
event, former President of Ireland and climate justice campaigner Mary Robinson 

urged key stakeholders in the energy sector to act towards climate justice.

15
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Top left: Mary Robinson presenting Little Sun to the audience at Berlin Energy Transition Dialogue 2019. Thank you to her and our friends from Pathway to Paris 
and Patti Smith (on the right) for the continous solar support! On the bottom left, Felix is introducing our Solar School Program at Hotel de Rome in Berlin. Photos (clockwise):  Florian Gaertner, Jorges Sistos,  

Museum of Natural History, Little Sun

Art & Culture Environmental
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Students living with albinism getting  
a Little Sun thanks to Hand in Hand  
for Development in Rwanda

More Little Suns brought light and hope to Rwanda. 
Working with our partner Hand in Hand for Development, 

we brought clean solar light to  students living with albinism 
so that they can play and study safely at home. These children are 
extremely vulnerable to toxic kerosene smoke and candles, since 
they must spend the majority of their time inside to prevent skin 

damage and disease. On the other side of the continent, we were 
so happy that our Burkinabé partners from BETA Sarl recruited 

a dozen new sales agents who sold around 300 products, with 
another 400 placed on credit! In Senegal, Fatou and Joan 

worked hard on creating local business opportunities and 
encouraging entrepreneurship.

May

May

Photos: Jean Bizimana

Education Humanitarian
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More entrepreneurs mean more solar  
spread in rural Senegal! 

Little Sun’s Fatou and Joan have been working together with 
Swiss NGO Access to Water and Senegalese NGO Diam’O 
to train women’s groups on these two key components of 
human development: clean water and energy. Funded by  
the Tauw Foundation, they organised trainings in Fatick,  
Kaolack, Thiès, and Mbour.  
While visiting our local sales agents, they met Alioune,  
our best solar ambassador in the region!

Access to solar 
energy and 
water for all

Imam of the village of Lambaye and  
happy new Little Sun user in June 2019

These lamps mean evolution for our 
village. In early days, our ancestors used 
to burn trees for lighting; then kerosene 
lamps came; then they were replaced 
with flashlights with batteries. Now we 
have solar energy. The sun is everywhere. 
With this, we will save money.

On the top left, Alioune, our incredible sales agent in Fatick, who has 
sold over 700 Little Suns within one year! On the top right, women are 
taking part in a solar sales training. At the bottom, Joan and Fatou are 
working hard to deliver solar energy in Senegal!

Photos: Little Sun

Business



June

Choir from the Grandmother Project in London, composed 
and directed by Esmeralda Conde Ruiz

Photo: Mischa Haller
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Little Sun

June

June was a blast: we gave a sneak peek into the solar prototypes 
which aim to hit IKEA stores in 2021. Meanwhile, in London,  

Little Suns brought their radiant glow to the Grandmother Project 
choir, launched and directed by composer Esmeralda Conde Ruiz!

19



June

20

20
19

  |
  A

 Y
ea

r i
n 

Pi
ct

ur
es

The first solar prototypes!

One year after announcing our collaboration with IKEA,  
we revealed the first prototypes of SAMMANLÄNKAD!  
The name of the product range means “connected” in Swedish, 
inspired by our motto “We are all #ConnectedByTheSun”.  
Why? We all share the same sun and have the ability to  
harness its power. The products will be charged by solar  
energy and can light up any space or be used to charge  
your electronic devices.

SAMMANLÄNKAD

– It’s Nice That 

June 2019,  https://bit.ly/34phTO1

That dream of a brighter world 
— and ideally a dream that you’d be 
able to buy alongside a bag of frozen 
meatballs and some cacti in one of 
the 300-odd megastores that Ikea 
operates across 38 countries — has 
become a reality, and that reality  
has a name: Sammanlänkad.

Art & Culture

Little Sun x IKEA: first prototypes of 
SAMMAMLÄNKAD revealed at the 
Democratic Design Days in Älmhult, Sweden

Photos: Inter IKEA Systems B.V. 2019

Business

 https://bit.ly/34phTO1
 https://bit.ly/34phTO1
https://bit.ly/34phTO1
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The Little Sun team meeting Nabil Ishak in our Berlin 
headquarters. At the bottom, Olafur and Nabil are 
chatting in Studio Olafur Eliasson, and Felix and Nabil 
are posing in front of our partner’s headquarters, Solar 
Development in Addis Abeba.

Solar love from 
and to Ethiopia

Ethiopia is where the Little Sun story started and we were so 
thrilled to see our partnership with Solar Development thriving this 

year. Our partner Nabil Ishak came to our Berlin headquarters 
to meet the team, talk art, energy access, and global solutions 

with Olafur, and discuss the strategy to brighten lives in Ethiopia 
with our colleagues.

July

July

Business Environmental

21



July

Olafur Eliasson: In real life - The Expanded Studio 
Installation view: Tate Modern, London, 2019

Photo: Anders Sune Berg © 2019 Olafur Eliasson
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Little SunOlafur returns 
to Tate

In real life, Olafur’s solo exhibition at the 
Tate Modern in London gathered forty of his 

artworks and showed off almost three decades of 
creations. Returning seven years later to the spot 

of our inception, Little Sun was featured in the 
Expanded Studio, a space dedicated to Olafur’s 
engagement with society and the environment.  
A few days after the opening, visitors had the 

opportunity to experience a Little Sun blackout 
during the Tate Lates!

22



July

Little Sun was beautifully displayed at Tate (top left), and we designed a new tote bag for the 
occasion (bottom middle). Visitors experiencing a Little Sun Blackout (top and bottom right).

Photos: Tate Modern (top left), © Tate, Uniqlo Tate Lates, photography Alex Wojcik (top and bottom right), Little Sun 
(middle right)  Olafur Eliasson - Beauty, 1993 (bottom left) Installation view: Moderna Museet, Stockholm 2015 by 

Anders Sune Berg. Courtesy of the artist; neugerriemschneider, Berlin; Tanya Bonakdar Gallery, New York / Los Angeles
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Little Sun

Art & Culture
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Art & Culture

Art & Culture

Little Sun x EUnify installation at the 
Copenhagen International Fashion Fair, 
curated by SHOWstudio

Missoni models holding a Little Sun lamp  
on the catwalk in Milan (top). 
Bella Hadid posing with a Little Sun  
(bottom left).

Photos: Little Sun (bottom right)

Photos: Isidore Montag/IMAXtree.com (top), S.F. / 
Missoni (bottom left)

Environmental

Environmental

August was full of awareness raising, fashion, and design! 
Together with Scribit, we designed a sun path diagram which could 

be drawn through the robot’s app. From Copenhagen to Milan, 
Little Sun was sparkling in the fashion sphere! And last but not 

least, our colleagues Samuel and Mason were at the Humanitarian 
Energy Conference with our partner Nabil to reinforce our work 

in humanitarian settings.

August

August

24
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August
Little Sun

Art & Culture

Little Sun’s Alyssa and Romane (left) were 
very excited to draw a sun path diagram 
(right). Choosing a time and place, the robot’s 
users can generate a sun path diagram in the 
app. After receiving the information, the robot 
then draws the chart on your wall — making 
every drawing a unique representation of the 
sun in that moment!

Photos: Little Sun (left),  Federico Morando / Scribit (right)

Environmental

25
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Photos: Netflix

Art & Culture Environmental

Stills from the Netflix series Abstract: The Art 
of Design, showcasing Olafur and his work.

What a month! Olafur was appointed UNDP Goodwill 
Ambassador for climate action and the Sustainble 

Development Goals, our team went to the streets to demand 
climate justice worldwide, and you can now spot Little Sun 

on Netflix in the series Abstract: The Art of Design!

September

September

26
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It was a glorious moment at the Social Good Summit as 
Olafur was announced UNDP Goodwill Ambassador for 
Climate Action and Clean Energy Access. His role will be 
to support the United Nations Development Programme 
with an artistic approach to raising  awareness for climate 
action and the Sustainable Development Goals.  
The audience had the chance to experience a beautiful  
Little Sunrise, turning the theatre into an artistic space  
to raise awareness for energy access.

Olafur is now a UNDP 
Goodwill Ambassador 
for Climate Action!

Art & Culture

After Olafur was appointed the UNDP Goodwill Ambassador 
during the Social Good Summit (top right), the participants created 
a beautiful Little Sunrise (bottom right). During the Global Goals 
World Cup, the winners received Little Suns as a reward  
and a trophy designed by Olafur.

Photos: UNDP (top right), Eir Soccer (top left), UN Foundation (bottom right)

Environmental
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Climate action has fueled the heart of Little Sun since our 
inception, which is why we have turned to the streets in 
support of the Global Climate Strike – along with 
around 8 million individuals worldwide. While delivering 
lamps in the humanitarian context, our team has realized 
how much of an impact global warming has on energy 
access. Therefore, we ask you all to act towards a brighter 
future, and push policy makers to act towards a global 
transition to clean energy! After Hurricane Dorian struck 
the Bahamas, Little Suns were delivered to the 
population to shine some light at night.

Our team striking globally, from Senegal (top 
left), Ethiopia (top right), and Berlin (bottom)

Photos: Little Sun, Solar Development (top right)

Climate  
justice now!

SmartAid getting ready to spread Little Sun 
light in the Bahamas after Hurricane Dorian 
struck the islands and left the population  
in urgent need of shelter, food supplies,  
and energy (circle)

Photos: SmartAid (circle)

Environmental

Humanitarian Environmental



October

Children reading in the light of Little Sun Diamonds in Ethiopia,  
where Evolys and ÅF distributed over 1,000 solar lamps.

Photo: Messay Bekele
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Little Sun

October

In Ethiopia, Little Suns entered children’s lives,  
giving them the chance to keep playing and studying 

after dusk. In Manchester, we hosted solar workshops 
for children, allowing them to learn about  

the greatness of solar energy.
In Berlin’s Museum of Natural History, German 

politicians joined national NGOs to discuss climate action. 
They experienced a wonderful Little Sunrise next  

to an impressive brachiosaurus — bringing together 
the past, the present, and the future.

29



October

Little Sunrise at the Museum of Natural History in Berlin, Germany. Little Sun’s Romane holding solar 
workshops in the Science and Industry Museum, with the help of Moritz Greiff from Solarzentrum.
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Photo: Klima-Allianz Deutschland / Jörg Farys (top and bottom left), Science Museum Group / Drew Forsyth

Art & Culture Environmental

30



20
19

  |
  A

 Y
ea

r i
n 

Pi
ct

ur
es

Joan and Fatou, our Senegalese partners, 
visiting our Berlin headquarters (top)  
and visiting sales agents back in Senegal.

Photos: Little Sun

In anticipation of the unavoidable dark months here in Berlin, 
we welcomed some great visitors who lit up our souls and 

fed our imaginations! Artist Khavn De La Cruz performed in 
Studio Olafur Eliasson, fully solar-powered. Our colleagues Joan 
and Fatou from Little Sun Sénégal came to our headquarters to 
share their solar stories and work on our impact strategy, before 

heading back to rural Senegal to make energy access a reality. 
From a Little Sunrise in Berlin, a humanitarian congress in Brussels,  
to a think tank in Zambia, November was a bright and busy month!

November

November

Business
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Earth Hour 
with WWF

This year, we were thrilled to celebrate Earth Hour 
with WWF Germany in Berlin! Together, we 

illuminated the Brandenburg Gate with a fantastic 
installation of over 500 Little Sun solar lamps in 
the shape of the seven continents. The 1,200 

solar lamps used during the evening were then 
distributed in the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo, where they provide a safe and clean 
alternative to kerosene lamps and will help children 

to study and read after dark.
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Khavn, actress Lilith Stangenberg and Brezel Göring from Stereo Total with their performance  
How to burn down an art studio with an electric organ and a hundred Little Suns

Photo: Maria del Pilar Garcia Ayensa / Studio Olafur Eliasson

2019  |  A
 Year in Pictures
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Little Sun

Art & Culture

Little Sun’s Felix and the audience  
performing a Little Sunrise at the 
Q Conference in Berlin, Germany

Photos: Kevin McElvaney

Environmental
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Key energy stakeholders participating in Little Sun 
Energy Indaba, organised by Little Sun founder Frederik 
and Martin Kalungu Banda in Lusaka, Zambia.

Photos: Chona Mwemba

In Lusaka, Zambia, Frederik and Martin Kalungu 
Banda prompted an event around the challenges 
of energy production and distribution in Zambia. 
At Little Sun Energy Indaba, key energy stakeholders 
spoke with our team about ways to make clean energy 
access in every household a reality, taking into account 
the challenges and opportunities for a bright future for all.

The Zambian 
energy landscape

Environmental Business



December

Little Suns in Dolpo, Nepal

Photo: Noah Rossette
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December

What better way to celebrate the festive season 
than with a galvanizing milestone? The sale of our 

millionth lamp inspired us to reflect on the story 
behind each, making us realize again and again 
the great impact a small solar lamp can have. 

We also received  wonderful pictures from Nepal, 
where thousands of Little Suns are now shining 

bright. What a beautiful end to this year!

35



20
19

  |
  A

 Y
ea

r i
n 

Pi
ct

ur
es

December

36

Little Suns reached nomad communities in 
Humla and Dolpo, Nepal, thanks to Upaya Zen 
Center’s Nepal Nomad Clinic

Photos: Noah Rossette

Roshi Joan Halifax about Drolma,  
a young nomad from Humla

Each year, she brings her yaks and goats to 
graze in the wide, rich meadows of this remote 
valley. Her name is Drolma, and she lives in a 
small rough hut with low stone walls and a blue 
tarp for a roof. She has little more than what is on 
her back. The Little Sun that was given to her will 
be a useful treasure that will give her light in the 
dark of night and in the predawn hours to help 
her safely track down her animals. She was just 
a patient in Upaya Zen Center’s Nepal Nomads 
Clinic which saw 1333 patients in September 
2019; she holds in her left hand a packet of pills 
to treat her joint pain.

Since our long-time friend Roshi Joan Halifax joined our 
luminous adventure in 2013, she, together with Upaya 
Zen Center’s Nepal Nomad Clinic, has helped deliver 
thousands of solar lights to nomad communities in 
Humla and Dolpo, Nepal. She shared the touching 
story of Drolma, a young nomad from Humla:

Nepal

Humanitarian
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One of the stories behind our Little Suns is how they find 
their way to you. There is so much hidden complexity 
behind our products, from production to logistics, these 
are the steps you do not see but are crucial to assure the 
best quality product and making energy access a reality. 

A big thank you to all of our 
partners and to all of our wonderful 
colleagues at Little Sun who work 
hard on spreading solar love all year 
round, and of course, to the whole 
Little Sun community!

#1MillionLights 
means 1 Million 
Stories

Photos: Little Sun, VTech, Eva Al Desnudo, 
Rikka Tupaz, Jean Bizimana, Maddalena Valeri, 
Ecolodge, Noah Rosette, Yalta European Strategy, 
Shofco, Yero Adugna Eticha, Kim Hansen



One of Little Sun’s missions is campaigning for global access to clean energy. 

A big support to this endeavour is the ongoing media coverage. 

Thanks to everyone around the globe who featured our stories throughout 

2019 and spread the word about energy access for all! Let’s share the good 

energy and bring even more solar to the world in 2020.
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Olafur Eliasson: "Die Vergangenheit wird unsnicht in die Zukunft führen"
Der berühmte dänisch-isländische Künstler Olafur Eliasson wurde zum Sonderbotschafter
des Entwicklungsprogramms der Vereinten Nationen ernannt. Seine Themen: Klimaschutz
und Nachhaltigkeit. Die DW traf ihn in New York.    

Jedes Jahr wählt das Entwicklungsprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (UNDP) jemanden aus, um ein
Schlaglicht auf die wichtigen Themen des Planeten zu werfen und die Menschen gegen den
Klimawandel zu mobilisieren. Dieses Jahr ist es Olafur Eliasson. In seiner bereits drei Jahrzehnte
währenden Karriere hat er sich auf die faszinierenden Eigenschaften von Licht, Wasser und Luft
konzentriert. Mit der DW sprach er darüber, was die Welt jetzt braucht und wie er uns allen das
verständlich machen will. 

DW: Sie wurden gerade zum UNDP Goodwill Ambassador ernannt. Dazu gehört auch, dass man
versucht, die Welt besser zu machen. Wie wollen Sie das tun?
Olafur Eliasson: Nun ja, ich finde in der Kunst geht es darum, über die Welt nachzudenken und im
Wesentlichen die Welt auch voranzubringen, indem man eine positive Vision für die Zukunft schafft,
ein Morgen, das besser ist als das Gestern. Um ehrlich zu sein, ich finde, dass die Arbeit als Künstler
an sich bereits einen Beitrag für die Welt leistet. Das mögen manche Menschen anders sehen, aber
ich denke nicht, dass meine Tätigkeit als Goodwill Ambassador sehr stark von dem abweichen wird,
woran ich jetzt schon arbeite.

Datum 04.10.2019

Autorin/Autor Manuela Kasper-
Claridge

Schlagwörter Umwelt,
Klimaveränderung, United Nations,
Klimaaktivist, Kunst, Olafur Eliasson

Schicken Sie uns Ihr Feedback!

Drucken Seite drucken

Permalink https://p.dw.com/p/3QVMq

Wir twittern übrigens auch.

Und sind auf Facebook.

Deutsche Welle

DEUTSCHLAND BREXIT WELT WIRTSCHAFT KULTUR WISSEN & UMWELT SPORT
THEMEN / WISSEN & UMWELT

THEMEN durchsuchen

THEMEN MEDIA CENTER TV DEUTSCH LERNEN

035 

P
H

O
T

O
S

 M
A

T
T

 H
O

LY
O

A
K

, C
A

M
E

R
A

 P
R

E
S

S
 L

O
N

D
O

N
, T

H
E 

E
N

D
 F

U
N

D
/M

O
 S

C
A

R
P

E
LL

I

ABOUT ONE BILLION people in the world still don’t have access to the electrical grid. That’s one in eight people who can’t just switch the light on at night when they want to, say, deliver a baby or simply do their homework. But in times of global climate emergency, extending  the grid and burning more fossil fuels isn’t a great option. That’s 

IS THIS  
THE END  
OF NTDS?

�e cute designer lamp that protes  the environment and �anges  lives for the better 

The man 
who brought sunshine to the dark

suffer from NTDs, of which the  five diseases targeted are intestinal worms, lymphatic filariasis, schistosomiasis, trachoma and river blindness. According to Agler the message she took from the discussion was not only one  of urgency but also optimism. “We are finding ways to work towards large-scale change in  a collaborative effort by creating a platform where civil socie�, philanthropy and governments come together to work towards common goals.” 
Progress will again come under scrutiny at WEF Africa 2020. 

Based out of New York,  the END Fund is working towards ending the 
suffering caused by 
neglected tropical 
diseases (NTDs)  

to 1.5 billion people 
worldwide. CEO Ellen Agler believes it will be possible to cure up to one billion affected people over  the next decade.

At the World Economic Forum on Africa in Cape Town, she chaired a discussion about ending neglected diseases to enable Africa’s prosperi�. Some 600 million people in Africa 

why Danish-Icelandic artist Olafur Eliasson came up with  his Little Sun project. For each  of his solar-powered lamps sold, one goes to rural Africa. Little Sun trains entrepreneurs on the ground who sell the lamps at a locally affordable price. After just five hours of charging, the lamp produces up to 50 hours of light. Kids love it to read by.

November – December 2019 

IS THIS 
THE END 
OF NTDS?
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Special thanks to all the interns, solar advocates, and fans 
around the world for your support throughout 2019.

Thank you to everyone, near and far, who 
has helped in furthering Little Sun’s solar 
mission to bring energy access to all.



w

Keep shining and see you 
on the other side in 2020!

We are all #ConnectedByTheSun
/ilovelittlesun @LittleSun littlesunenergywww.littlesun.com

Support  
our work at
littlesun.com/givelight

https://littlesun.com/givelight/
https://www.facebook.com/ilovelittlesun/
https://twitter.com/LittleSun
https://www.instagram.com/littlesunenergy/
https://twitter.com/LittleSun
https://www.facebook.com/ilovelittlesun/
https://www.instagram.com/littlesunenergy/
www.littlesun.com
http://littlesun.com/givelight
http://littlesun.com/givelight

